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CS-TPP particles at different mass cross-linking ratios and (f) FT-IR spectra of CS-TPP, TPP and CS

Fig. 1
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Fig. 2 Optical microscopy images of emulsions (a,—a;) dispersed with different mass concentrations of CS-TPP particles
(CS-TPP/A-T-DPNB) and (b,—b;) particle size distribution of droplets, (¢;—c;) emulsified without
CS-TPP particles (A-T-DPNB) and (d,—d;) particle size distribution of droplets
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Fig. 4 Effect of mass cross-linking ratio of CS-TPP particles on emulsification ratio of emulsions(a) and effect of mass

concentration of CS-TPP particles on emulsification ratio of emulsions dispersed with CS-TPP/A-T-DPNB(b)
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Chitosan Particles Synergized with Surfactants for Efficient
Emulsification and Dispersion of Marine Qil Spills

Du Jie"*, Chen Dafan'*, Dong Limei"*, Li Yiming"*
(1. Key Laboratory of Marine Chemistry Theory and Engineering, Ministry of Education, Ocean University of China,
Qingdao 266100, China; 2. College of Chemistry and Chemical Engineering, Ocean University of China, Qingdao 266100,
China)

Abstract: As an effective approach to quickly respond to oil spills, chemical dispersion is applied in the
marine environment worldwide. However, due to the toxicity and limited biodegradation of traditional
chemical dispersants, it is necessary to develop environmental-friendly oil spill dispersants as substi-
tutes. In this research, chitosan microparticles (CS-TPP) were synthesized by ionic gel technology and
compounded with nonionic surfactant Tween 80, anionic surfactant bis(2-ethylhexyl) sulfosuccinate so-
dium salt (AOT) and organic solvent dipropylene glycol butyl ether (DPNB) to develop a novel oil spill
dispersant with lower toxicity and greater biodegradability. Compared with the emulsification perform-
ance of the simulated Corexit 9500A, this oil spill dispersant exhibited better emulsification effect and
higher emulsion stability, with emulsification ratios of 72. 3% +1. 6% after 30 s and 35. 6% +2. 6% af-
ter 10 min of the dispersed emulsion. Furthermore, the mechanism by which seawater temperature and
NaCl concentration affect emulsion stability was elaborated. And the mechanism of the synergistic
emulsification of CS-TPP particles and surfactants on the oil spill was revealed. This novel oil spill dis-
persant can significantly reduce the environmental and biological hazards of pure chemical dispersants. It
is expected to be a feasible alternative for oil spill remediation.

Key words: chitosan; surfactants; dispersants; emulsification; oil spill; remediation
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